Case 2:19-cv-01577-RBS Docu 



id 04/12/19 Page 1 of 12 




IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 


FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

Plaintiff, 

v. 

THIRTEEN THOUSAND SEVEN 
HUNDRED AND NINE DOLLARS IN 
UNITED STATES CURRENCY ($13,709.00), 

Defendant. 


CIVIL ACTION 

1 ® 1577 

No. 19-CV- 


JURY TRIAL DEMANDED 


COMPLAINT FOR FORFEITURE IN REM 


The United States of America, by its attorneys, William M. McSwain, United 
States Attorney for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, and Sarah L. Grieb and Joseph F. 
Minni, Assistant United States Attorneys, in accordance with Supplemental Rule G(2) of the 
Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, for its complaint alleges as follows: 


NATURE OF THE ACTION 

1. This is a civil action in rem to forfeit and condemn to the use and benefit 
of the United States of Thirteen Thousand Seven Hundred Nine ($13,709.00) in United States 
Currency (“Defendant Currency”) pursuant to 21 U.S.C. § 881(a)(6), which provides for the 
forfeiture of all moneys, negotiable instruments, securities, or other things of value furnished or 
intended to be furnished by any person in exchange for a controlled substance in violation of 
Title II of the Controlled Substances Act, 21 U.S.C. §§ 801, et seq., proceeds traceable to such 
exchanges, and all moneys, negotiable instruments, and securities used or intended to be used to 
facilitate any violation of Title II. 
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JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

2. Plaintiff brings this action in rem in its own right to forfeit and condemn 
the Defendant Currency. This court has jurisdiction over an action commenced by the United 
States of America under 28 U.S.C. § 1345, and over an action for forfeiture under 28 U.S.C. 

§ 1355(a). 

3. This Court has in rem jurisdiction over the Defendant Currency under 

28 U.S.C. § 1355(b). Upon the filing of this complaint, the plaintiff requests that this Court issue 
an arrest warrant in rem pursuant to Supplemental Rule G(3)(b), which the plaintiff will execute 
upon the property pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1355(d) and Supplemental Rule G(3)(c). 

4. Venue is proper in this district pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1355(b)(1), and 
28 U.S.C. § 1395(a) and (b), because a civil proceeding for the forfeiture of property may be 
prosecuted in any district where such property is found. 

THE DEFENDANT IN REM 

5. The Defendant Currency is Thirteen Thousand Seven Hundred Nine 
Dollars ($13,709.00) in United States currency that law enforcement officials seized on or about 
January 3, 2018. The Defendant Currency currently is in the custody of U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection and will remain within the jurisdiction of this Court during the pendency of 
this action. 

BASIS FOR FORFEITURE 

6. The Defendant Currency is subject to forfeiture pursuant to 21 U.S.C. 

§ 881(a)(6) because it constitutes money furnished or intended to be furnished in exchange for a 
controlled substance in violation of the Controlled Substances Act; proceeds traceable to such an 
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exchange; or money used or intended to be used to facilitate a violation of the Controlled 
Substances Act. 

FACTS 

7. Law enforcement officers seized the Defendant Currency on or about 
January 3,2018 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, within the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, as set 
forth in detail in the Declaration of Special Agent Charles Dalin, U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security, Homeland Security Investigations, which is attached to and incorporated into this 
Complaint. 

8. At the time of the seizure, the Defendant Currency was in the custody, 
possession, and control of Yacob Abdul Mu-Min. 

9. At approximately 9:30 p.m., on January 3, 2018, Philadelphia Police 
Department officers conducted a traffic stop of a 2007 Cadillac that was driven by Yacob Abdul 
Mu-Min. As one of the officers approached the car, he detected the odor of marijuana coming 
from inside the car. Mu-Min also advised officers that he had $13,000 in currency in his 
possession. 

10. During his encounter with officers, Yacob Abdul Mu-Min provided 
inconsistent statements regarding the source of the currency. Mu-Min first stated that he 
obtained the currency from selling Christmas trees and then from an Atlantic City, New Jersey 
casino. A short while later, Mu-Min again changed his statement and said his father operated a 
flower store in West Philadelphia. 

11. Shortly after officers first encountered Yacob Abdul Mu-Min, they 
transported the Defendant Currency to the Philadelphia Police Department’s 35th Police District 
station for further investigation. A short while later, a Philadelphia Police Department drug 


-3- 



Case 2:19-cv-01577-RBS Document 1 Filed 04/12/19 Page 4 of 12 


canine, who was trained and certified in detecting the odor of illegal narcotics by scent, scanned 
the Defendant Currency and gave a positive indication to the odor of illegal narcotics on the 
currency. 

12. When officers seized the Defendant Currency, it was bundled in specific 
denominations that were secured either with rubber bands or masking tape. There also was a 
small amount of loose currency. The bundles that were secured with masking tape contained 
handwritten notations indicating “150.00" and a date. 

13. On or about January 11,2018, law enforcement officials conducted an 
official count of the Defendant Currency and determined that it totaled $13,709 and consisted of 
104 $100 bills ($10,400), one $50 bill ($50), 70 $20 bills ($1,400), 129 $10 bills ($1,290), 89 $5 
bills ($445), one $2 bill ($2), and 122 $1 bills ($122). 

14. Packaging large amounts of currency, wrapped in large, specific 
denominations, and secured with items such as rubber bands or masking tape, is consistent with 
the practices of drug couriers. 

15. On January 11, 2018, law enforcement officials conducted an Ion Scan of 
the Defendant Currency which indicated positive for cocaine. 

16. Yacob Abdul Mu-Min has at least two prior felony convictions for 
narcotics offenses. Mu-Min also has been arrested at least seven times for narcotics offenses. 

17. By reasons of the foregoing, there is reason to believe that the Defendant 
Currency seized from Yacob Abdul Mu-Min, namely $13,709.00 in United States currency, 
constitutes money furnished or intended to be furnished in exchange for a controlled substance; 
proceeds traceable to such an exchange; or money used and intended to be used to facilitate a 
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violation of the Controlled Substance Act, and is therefore subject to forfeiture to the United 
States pursuant to 21 U.S.C. § 881(a)(6). 

WHKREFORE, the plaintiff. United States of America, requests: 

1. The Defendant Currency be proceeded against according to the law and 
the rules of this Court, and that due notice be given to all the interested parties to appear and 
show cause why forfeiture should not be decreed. 

2. The Court, for the reasons set forth herein, adjudge and decree that the 
Defendant Currency be forfeited to the United States of America and disposed of in accordance 
with existing laws, together with costs, and for such other relief as this Court deems proper and 
just. 


Respectfully submitted, 

WILLIAM M. McSWAIN 
United States Attorney 

SARAH L. GRIEB 
Assistant United States Attorney 
Chief, Asset Recovery and 
Financial Litigation Section 

JOSEPH F. MINNI 
Assistant United States Attorney 
Deputy Chief, Asset Recovery and 
Financial Litigation Section 


Date: April 12, 2019. 
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VERIFICATION 

CHARLES DALIN, being of legal age, verifies and, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. 

§ 1746(2), declares and states as follows: 

1. I am a Special Agent with the U.S. Department of Homeland Security, 
Homeland Security Investigations (“HSI”) that was assigned to the investigation in this case. 

2. I have reviewed the foregoing Complaint for Forfeiture in Rem and know 
the contents thereof, and that the matters contained in the Complaint are true to my own 
knowledge, except that those matters herein stated to be alleged on information and belief and as 
to those matters I believe them to be true. 

3. The sources of my knowledge and information and the grounds of my 
belief are the official files and records of the United States, information supplied to me by other 
law enforcement officers, as well as my investigation of this case, together with others, as a 
special agent. 

I hereby declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 

Executed on April /^2 ,2019 at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 



Special Agent 

U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
Homeland Security Investigations 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, : CIVIL ACTION 

Plaintiff, : 

v. : No. 19-CV-_ 

THIRTEEN THOUSAND SEVEN : 

HUNDRED AND NINE DOLLARS IN 
UNITED STATES CURRENCY ($13,709.00),: 

Defendant. : 

DECLARATION OF SPECIAL AGENT CHARLES PALIN 

CHARLES DALIN, being of legal age, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746(2), verifies, 
declares and states the following: 

1. Iam currently employed as a Special Agent with the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security, Homeland Security Investigations (“HSI”). I have been employed as a 
Special Agent since August 2010. Prior to that, and beginning in 2007,1 was an Immigration 
Enforcement Agent with Immigration and Customs Enforcement - Enforcement and Removal 
Operations. Prior to that, and beginning in 2002,1 was a Parole Agent with the Pennsylvania 
Board of Probation and Parole. I received a Bachelor of Arts degree in Criminal Justice and 
Sociology from La Salle University in 2001. 

2. As a Special Agent with HSI, I have participated in numerous criminal 
investigations of financial crimes, including wire fraud and money laundering. I am currently 
assigned to the High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (“HIDTA”) Group. In this capacity, I am 
responsible for investigating violations of the Money Laundering Control Act of 1986, the Bank 
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Secrecy Act, the USA Patriot Act of 2001, federal narcotics offenses, and other financial crimes. 

I have received specific training in investigations of financial crimes, money laundering, and 
asset forfeiture. I have personally conducted or assisted in numerous investigations of alleged 
financial crimes, money laundering, and narcotics offenses involving multiple jurisdictions in the 
United States. I have participated in gathering evidence to obtain search and/or seizure warrants 
in general and more specifically investigating possible money laundering and other offenses, 
including search warrants and seizure warrants. 

3. I am the HSI Special Agent that is assigned to the investigation in this case. 

4. The facts set forth in this Declaration summarize my investigation in this case, 
and include observations, along with review of reports and observations of other law 
enforcement officers involved in the investigation. This Declaration, however, does not detail 
the entire scope of the investigation or all statements made by the parties. 

5. Based on my training and experience in investigating illegal drug and drug 
currency couriers, I know that drug couriers carry not only narcotics, but also such items as large 
amounts of United States currency. I also know that drug couriers will secure currency with 
items such as rubber bands and masking tape. Packaging large amounts of currency, wrapped in 
large, specific denominations is consistent with the practices of drug couriers. 

6. At approximately 9:30 p.m., on January 3,2018, Philadelphia Police Department 
Officers Michael Sidebotham and Eric Girilli conducted a traffic stop of a 2007 Cadillac for a 
faulty brake light. The driver of that car was Yacob Abdul Mu-Min (“Mu-Min”). When Officer 
Sidebotham approached the car, he detected the odor of marijuana coming from inside the car. 
When questioned by officers, Mu-Min stated that he had $13,000 in currency in his possession. 
Mu-Min also said he obtained the currency from selling Christmas trees. He later changed this 
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statement and said he obtained the currency from gambling at a casino. The officers conducted a 
pat-down of Mu-Min for narcotics and located a large, undetermined amount of United States 
currency on his person. The officers requested a Philadelphia Police Department detective, who 
was assigned as an HSI Task Force Officer to respond. The officers also requested a 
Philadelphia Police Department drug canine to respond. The officers then transported Mu-Min 
and the currency to the Philadelphia Police Department’s 35th Police District station for further 
investigation. 

7. At approximately 11:15 p.m., Philadelphia Police Officer John Snyder and his 
partner, JoJo, a police department canine who was trained and certified in detecting the odor of 
illegal narcotics by scent, arrived at the 35th District station to scan the currency. The currency 
was placed inside the roll call room at the station. JoJo gave a positive indication to the odor of 
illegal narcotics on the currency. 

8. Officers again questioned Mu-Min at the police station about the currency. He 
again gave conflicting statements. Mu-Min first said the currency was proceeds from gambling 
in Atlantic City. He then said his father operated a flower store in West Philadelphia. Mu-Min, 
however, could not provide the name of or the telephone number for the business. Officers 
seized the currency and advised Mu-Min that he would receive a notice regarding his rights to 
contest the seizure. Police officers also issued Mu-Min a traffic citation for the faulty brake 
light. This matter then was referred to HSI for federal forfeiture purposes. 

9. When officers seized the currency, it was bundled in specific denominations that 
were secured either with rubber bands or masking tape. There also was a small amount of loose 
currency. Also, the bundles that were secured with masking tape each contained handwritten 
notations indicating “150.00” and a date. 
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10. On January 11, 2018, law enforcement officials conducted an ion scan on the 
seized currency, which revealed a high level of cocaine. Also, on January 11,2018, officials 
conducted a formal count of the seized currency, which indicated that it totaled $13,709 and 
consisted of 104 $100 bills ($10,400), one $50 bill ($50), 70 $20 bills ($1,400), 129 $10 bills 
($1,290), 89 $5 bills ($445), one $2 bill ($2), and 122 $1 bills ($122). 

11. Official law enforcement databases indicate that Mu-Min has at least two prior 
felony narcotics convictions. In 2002, Mu-Min was indicted with others in the United Stated 
District Court for the Eastern District of Virginia for federal narcotics violations. Criminal No. 
02-CR-60. On November 22, 2002, Mu-Min pleaded guilty to possessing with intent to 
distribute 50 grams or more of cocaine base, in violation of 21 U.S.C. § 841. That offense 
subjected Mu-Min to a mandatory minimum of 120 months’ imprisonment. At the sentencing 
hearing, Mu-Min was held responsible for 69.47 grams of crack. The Court sentenced Mu-Min 
to 188 months’ imprisonment and five years of supervised release. Mu-Min later requested relief 
and the Court reduced his sentence to 155 months, and then to 125 months. In April 2012, 
supervision jurisdiction was transferred to the Eastern District of Pennsylvania. In July 2013, the 
Court revoked supervised release and sentenced Mu-Min to an additional four months’ 
imprisonment based on an arrest on drug charges in Philadelphia. 

12. In October 2018, Mu-Min also pleaded guilty in the Court of Common Pleas of 
Philadelphia County to one count of knowing and intentional possession of a controlled 
substance, a felony. Court records indicate that he was sentenced to four months’ county 
probation for that offense. 

13. During the investigation, I also determined that Mu-Min has at least seven prior 
arrests for narcotics violations. 
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14. I also determined that, on June 16,2017, Philadelphia Police officers seized 
$3,515 in suspected drug currency during a narcotics investigation in which Mu-Min was 
involved. At that time, police were conducting surveillance of suspected illegal drug activity at 
4841 N. 11th Street. When officers entered the property to secure it to obtain a search warrant, 
they detained Mu-Min as he was attempting to exit a bedroom. Officers arrested Mu-Min and 
recovered $175 in currency from his person. Officers also recovered a total of $3,515 in 
currency on a bed in the bedroom where they located Mu-Min. Officers also recovered during a 
search of the property drugs (crack) and loaded guns. On May 29, 2018, the District Attorney 
for the City of Philadelphia commenced a civil forfeiture action under state law in the Court of 
Common Pleas to forfeit the $3,515 seized from the bedroom. The Commonwealth provided 
Mu-Min with written notice of the forfeiture action. Mu-Min, however, did not respond. On 
October 23, 2018, the Court entered an Order forfeiting this property. 

15. During the investigation, I also determined that Mu-Min had no verifiable, 
legitimate sources of income. In particular, I reviewed an official Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, Department of Labor database, which reflected no employer information for 
Mu-Min as of February 2019. Also, as noted above, during his encounter with police officers, 
Mu-Min said his father owned a flower shop. Following the seizure, I went to the area of 
39th Street and Lancaster Avenue in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania to locate a flower shop as 
claimed by Mu-Min. I could not locate any flower business in that area. 

16. During the investigation, I also reviewed financial information which indicates 
that, shortly after the seizure in this case, Mu-Min engaged in cash transactions of approximately 
$75,000 that do not appear to be consistent with his reported income sources. For example, on or 
about February 7, 2018, Mu-Min withdrew $30,000 in cash from an account at a TD Bank 
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branch in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania allegedly related to a flower business. Also, on or about 
February 13, 2018, Mu-Min redeemed $15,581 in chips at Caesars Hotel & Casino in Atlantic 
City, New Jersey. Two months later, on or about April 19,2018, records show that Mu-Min 
purchased $14,300 in chips at Caesars Hotel & Casino in Atlantic City, New Jersey. Lastly, 
records show that, on or about May 17, 2018, Mu-Min deposited $15,200 in cash to an account 
at a TD Bank branch in Atlantic City, New Jersey allegedly related to a flower business. 

17. Based on the foregoing, there is reason to believe that the $ 13,709.00 in United 
States currency seized from Yacob Mu-Min constitutes money furnished or intended to be 
furnished in exchange for a controlled substance; proceeds traceable to such an exchange; or 
money used or intended to be used to facilitate a violation of the Controlled Substances Act, and, 
therefore, is subject to forfeiture to the United States pursuant to 21 U.S.C. § 881(a)(6). 

I declare under penalty of peijury that the foregoing is true and correct. 

Executed on April 2019 at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 



CHARLES DALIN 


Special Agent 

U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
Homeland Security Investigations 
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IN THE UNITED STAGES DISTRICT COURT ' 

FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA 
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and Human Services denying plaintiff Social Security Benefits. ( ) 

(c) Arbitration - Cases required to be designated for arbitration under Local Civil Rule 53.2. ( ) 

(d) Asbestos - Cases involving claims for personal injury or property damage from 

exposure to asbestos. ( ) 

(e) Special Management - Cases that do not fall into tracks (a) through (d) that are 
commonly referred to as complex and that need special or intense management by 
the court. (See reverse side of this form for a detailed explanation of special 
management cases.) 

(f) Standard Management - Cases that do not fall into any one of the other tracks. 
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